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Gamlingay Women’s Institute Hall
A Local Landmark -

 Past, Present and Future
Gamlingay WI was formed on the 17th March 1921 
and had the magnificent total of 122 members. Mrs. Elizabeth Ellis of 
Merton Grange was the president from 1921 - 1948 and meetings were 
held initially in the parish room.

The Ellis family kindly donated the land on which the present hall stands and 
WI members worked hard to raise funds to construct the hall. The building  
was completed in Nov. 1926 and the WI have met there ever since.  Over 
time there have been many alterations,  internally and externally, and at 
least two extensions. One to the side was funded by Mrs. Ellis and one to 
the rear funded by the WI. At the early meetings members even had to bring 
their own chairs! It was always the Ellis family wish that their contribution 
of land and finance should be for the benefit of the village as a whole and 
should continue always to be so in its current form. In fact this was set out 
as a requirement in the original deeds and was a responsibility laid on the 
trustees.

The hall was let to various organisations to raise money for its upkeep, 
recently enabling new windows/double glazing, more efficient heating and 
decoration of both interior and exterior when required. In addition to lettings 
income the WI fund-raised with coffee mornings, jumble sales, and catering 
for visiting  coach parties with lunches and suppers, (and for many years ran 
the most welcome tea and cake refreshments at our village show - ed) etc. 
Organisations using the hall have include Pre-School groups, after-school 
clubs, dance classes, slimming groups, yoga and keep fit, blood donors, 
Rainbow Guides, gardening club, and mother and baby clinics: many of 
these still continue to use it. It is also a popular venue for private parties, 
wedding receptions, etc.

In 2007 the WI committee felt that, sadly, they could no longer continue 
managing the hall. After consulting members the wheels were set in motion 
to dispose of it in a way that would mean the hall continued to be used by 
the village as before and in the spirit of the Ellis’s original gift. The Parish 
Council was approached and we were pleased that they said they recognised 
the value of the building as a resource to the community as a whole and that 
they were anxious to ensure it remained a community facility. Eventually 
the WI gave the hall to the village by deed of gift and the official handover 
took place on 13th Nov 2007 when county and district councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley thanked the WI for its generous gift to the parish council which 
will ensure that this valuable asset remains available for community use.

We are fortunate to be able to continue to have our meetings there free of 

Gamlingay Show 2009

Many, many thanks to everyone who 
helped to make The Gamlingay Show 
so successful. 

For the 17th show, we were blessed, yet 
again, with good weather which enabled 
the crowds to enjoy the arena events, 
sample the wide variety of refreshments 
and visit all the side shows and stalls 
run by craftsmen and local village 
organisations. The classic cars and 
motor bikes attracted the usual attention 
from devotees and particular mention 
this year for the ‘tractor boys’ which 
support us year after year. So thanks to 
Paul and Peter Busby, Alan Dew and 
Brian Perry from Gamlingay and Bill 
Slater, Peter White, Peter, Geoff and 
Fred Hemmings from Longstowe.

The committee spend all year planning 
and organising this annual event but the 
show could not happen without the help 
and support of our ‘friends’ who turn 
up on Friday evening and at unearthly 
hours on Saturday morning to help set 
up and then stay behind afterwards to 
help to clear away. Our Rangers and 
their leaders help on the gate and other 
volunteers help in so many ways. We 
are so grateful to you all for giving up 
your time, not just on the Saturday, but 
throughout the year. It is always unwise 
to single out people for thanks but Paul 
Busby was a superstar as all the tables 
and chairs had to be brought out of 
storage and then returned. Without his 
tractor and trailer, we would still be 
clearing away!

The competition entries showed off 
many different talents and the arena 
events demonstrated further variety of 
skills – on four legs as well as two!
We’re grateful to the contribution of 
some fantastic raffle prizes and a list of 
the donors will appear in next month’s 
Gazette.
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charge although we are a much smaller group than the original 122 but we 
don’t have to supply our own seating. The WI is thriving and gaining new members, 
we run a very varied programme of meetings and always welcome visitors and new 
members. Nearly two years on the hall is busier than ever and the parish council 
receives a substantial income from our gift. The new name board above the entrance 
indicates the hall’s heritage and the notice board helps integrate it within the village 
facilities and enhances the smart exterior.

What does the future hold? Suggestions have been made that there are too many 
halls in Gamlingay and that some of them will not be needed when (if?) the ECO 
Hub in Stocks Lane is built. Rumours that the WI hall should be sold as a building 
plot have naturally upset WI members who have worked so hard for many years 
to ensure the hall could continue to be used by all as the Ellis’s wished it to be. We 
all feel let down by the parish council after having been led to believe that the hall 
would be maintained as a village facility in accordance with the original deeds of 
trust.

2007 Handing over 
ceremony of the WI Hall 
to the parish council for 
use by the villagers of 
Gamlingay
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Jackie Hough, Production editor, The Gazette



News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

continued on page �

I have always considered
The grasshopper
To be the finer fellow
He did not scrape and hoard
Wordly possessions
He would not have turned away
A friend hungry
He had more fun
In one fiddle foot
Than the ant in his
Whole diligent body
Gladly the grasshopper
Glorified God by the
Sensuous enjoyment
Of each irretrievable moment

October 2009
4th Trinity 17 8am Holy Communion G

10am
First Sunday Harvest Festival and 
Lunch G

6pm Evensong E

11th Trinity 18 8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
6pm Harvest Service E

12th 8pm Meditation G

18th St Luke 8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

25th Last Sunday after 
Trinity 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

While the ant
Grieved his yesterdays
And grumbled each tomorrow

IS THERE A LIFE BEFORE 
DEATH?

Wrote the grasshopper
On the lavatory wall
And added

‘NOT FOR ANTS’

(Barbara Dickinson)

Dear Reader,
If you know the fable of the ant and the grasshopper you’ll remember that the 
grasshopper eats whenever it wants to during the summer and neglects to put any 
food away for the winter; but the ant diligently stores up his food over the summer 
months so that it can eat well during the winter months.

This poem asks us to consider how best to enjoy God’s creation: and I have to say 
I like the way the poet re-interprets the story. As autumn turns to winter she urges us 



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the first Sunday of each month

Weekday meetings
(venue as announced)

Bible study house groups,
Monday 10:00am,
Thursday 7:45pm

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Alpha restarts in mid October on 
Wednesday evenings in the large 

hall (former British School).

Church Anniversary 
celebrations 

on 4th October: 
10;45am Service led by Rev 

Richard Lewis.
6.00pm Victorian Service, themed 

dress welcome,
followed by a slide show.
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not to regret or live mournfully but to live each “irretrievable moment” as a joyous 
event, a blessing, an opportunity.

We might divide the world into diligent ants and live-for-the-moment grasshoppers; 
the truth is that most of us are sometimes ants and sometimes grasshoppers. Either 
way I do believe that God’s creation is ours to nourish and nurture, to protect and 
preserve and to savour and enjoy. 

Revd Steven Rothwell 

Dear Friends,

We live in what was a rural community – farming may no longer be the main 
employer in the village, but agriculture still surrounds us. The harvest has been 
gathered in, the fields have been ploughed up and the next year’s crops are being 
sown. This is as it has been for hundreds and thousands of years – testimony to the 
faithfulness of God, who promised that while ever the earth lasts there will always 
be ‘seed-time and harvest’ (Genesis 8:22).

In my teenage years, after the Ethiopian famine, I did some work for a charity and 
was shocked to learn that there is enough food in the world for everyone on earth 
to be adequately fed. There is no need for anyone to starve. Again, this is testimony 
to the faithfulness of God, which is not negated by mankind’s failure to distribute it 
fairly.

We may be a generally affluent community and have more than we need, our 
existence may not be precarious and dependant on the harvest that comes from 
the fields surrounding this village, unlike our forefathers, but we are nonetheless 
dependant on the faithfulness of God. The Apostle Paul encourages us ‘not to put 
our hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put our hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment’ 
(1 Timothy 6:17). 

This world is fallen; we only have to turn on the news to see that things are not 
as they should be. Wealth and prosperity are uncertain and can be quickly lost, 
especially in the current economic climate. Seedtime and harvest will come round 
again next year - God is faithful and good to His promises, both in this life and on 
into eternity. I know who I’m trusting in.

Best wishes!

James



Community Centre 
Treasurer needed

Following the AGM, there is a vacancy 
for a treasurer at the Community 

Centre.

If you are interested in this position, 
please contact the clerks at the Parish 

Council for details: 650 310

Thank you

MELDRETH LOCAL 
HISTORY GROUP PRESS 

RELEASE

The Meldreth Local History Group 
(MLHG) Open Day will be held 
on Sunday 15th November 2009 in 
Meldreth Village Hall between 11.00 
am – 4.00 pm.

This year’s theme will be Trade and 
Commerce. The displays will include 
features on The Atlas Stone Company 
/ Eternit, the Fruit Orchards, the 
Coprolite Industry and the village pubs 
and brewery. It is hoped to have talks 
/ sessions throughout the day. There 
will also be a Trade and Commerce 
slideshow.

Last year’s event was very successful 
and many visitors brought along their 
own material and photographs that were 
scanned for the Meldreth Community 
Archive, which can be viewed at www.
ccan.co.uk.

The MLHG open day is a wonderful 
social occasion where you can 
reminisce with friends and enjoy 
meeting people you may not have seen 
for some time.

Refreshments are available and you will 
be able to purchase MLHG merchandise 
including CDs and Christmas cards.

Entry is free and everybody is welcome.

For further information please contact 
Kathryn Betts on 01763 268428, Terry 
Dash on 01763 260823 or email info@
mlhg.org.uk

Do You Know Any of These 
People?

·A formidable Brownie leader.
·A monstrous bunch of Brownies.
·A hen-pecked husband and his domineering wife.
·A 30 something lady on the look-out for a man.
·A secretary whose skirt is just a little too short.
·A spotty youth.
·A very nice policeman.

FINAL FLING
Gamlingay Community Centre

Barn Dance
Saturday 24th October 2009

7pm
Tickets £7.50 Adults, £2.50 

Children
Under 4s free

Licensed Bar, Bring your own 
nibbles

Tickets from Parish Council 
Office, Cutting Mill

Contact (01767) 650310
Fundraiser for Community 

Centre Refurbishment

Notice from the Community 
Centre Management Committee:

It is with regret that we are no longer 
taking any further bookings for the 
Community Centre, due to its condition. 
All current bookings will be honoured, 
and regular users will be able to access 
the hall until 31st December 2009, 
when it is scheduled to be closed. Sorry 
for any inconvenience. In the meantime, 
please support our fundraising events, 
to ensure we can raise the money for 
its refurbishment/remodelling. Any 
queries, please contact the Secretaries 
on (01767) 650310, or 650178.



St Mary The Virgin 
Gamlingay

2009 Christmas Tree 
EXHIBITION

Sat 12th and Sunday 13th 
December 2009

It’s that time of 
year again , and 
following on 
from last years 
hugely successful 
exhibition we want 
to try and make this 
years event even 
better.

 We’d love it if  
your group, club or family would like to 
take part this year. There will again be a 
prize for the best tree! 

There will be a greater number of 
attractions this year (Concerts by 
the  School Choirs, Organ Recitals 
and Carol Singing - see Posters for  
exact timings, a greater variety of 
Refreshments and children’s activities) 
so please do enter and also come along 
and bring your friends

To enter a tree please contact Phil or 
Ann by phoning on 01767 651332 or 
e-mailing:  phil@a-b-s.biz

See you there!

Do You Know Any of These 
People?

·A formidable Brownie leader.
·A monstrous bunch of Brownies.
·A hen-pecked husband and his domineering wife.
·A 30 something lady on the look-out for a man.
·A secretary whose skirt is just a little too short.
·A spotty youth.
·A very nice policeman.

·A ‘super’ vicar’s wife.
·And finally the most boring man in the world.

These complete the characters for the forthcoming production by the 
Gamlingay Players.

Out of Focus
By Peter Gordon

The Community Centre
November 26, 27 and 28 at 7:30 pm

Gamlingay Skiers

I am trying to connect all the skiers 
in the village.  I know there are quite 
a few, (through the conversations I 
have had at the school gates and the 
amount of activity at Bassingbourn 
Snowsports Centre where I instruct).

It is hoped that by getting a group of 
like-minded people together (regardless 
of ability), we can exchange information 
on resorts, group bookings, sale of 
equipment and clothing and the like and 
this will be so much easier. 
 It may even be an excuse to bring 
revenue to the local community by 
having the occasional meeting in The 
Cock!
It won’t cost anything, all will be 
informal, nothing dodgy!  Send me your 
e-mail address (Subject: Gamlingay 
Skiers) and I’ll start pulling things 
together (no, I won’t send your e-mail 
address on to ‘sales type’ people).  If 
there is a lot of interest I will do it 
through a web site (if I can work out 
how to do one).

Bryan Spence
(Bryanspence@tiscali.co.uk)



The Carbon

TSAR
Greetings from the Carbon Tsar. A 
parishioner has, very reasonably, 
asked who I am and by what 
authority I am writing this stuff. 

Fair question. 

In answer my qualification to be Carbon 
Tsar (more correctly the village ‘Carbon 
Champion’ as the council calls us) for 
Gamlingay is overwhelming - I was 
the only volunteer. I am a professional 
meteorologist (Chartered meteorologist, 
Fellow of the Royal Met. Society etc). 
OK that does not mean I know more 
than anyone else about light bulbs or 
loft insulation. My point would be that 
it does give me at least some numeracy 
and scientific insight to calculate some 
relevant numbers that are the basis of 
what I do as the Tsar. In any event I 
will always be happy to justify, and if 
it comes to that, correct, any figures 
questioned by a parishioner.

More on light bulbs

Not all bulbs have direct low energy 
replacements, by which I mean lights 
using fluorescent or LED techniques 
(geek alert!). Halogen bulbs in a kitchen 
are a good example. However progress 
is still possible. I needed to replace two 
bulbs in my kitchen. I was able to buy 
two ‘eco’ halogen bulbs consuming 35 
watts giving the same light as normal 
50 watt halogen bulbs. They work fine. 
They cost about 70% more but have 
an expected life twice as long so make 
sense even at the time of purchase. After 
that the reduced power consumption 
saves me maybe a fiver a year and about 
25kg of CO2 a year.

Standby, standby

The excellent guys who man our 
volunteer fire station are on standby 
to rescue people and put out fires. 
However does anyone know just what 
emergency a TV has to be on standby 
for? Anyway we hear a lot about how 
much energy is wasted by equipment 

left on standby so I made an improvised gadget to measure the small currents drawn 
by items on standby in my house (don’t do this at home). Of course my phone 
charger etc. will not necessarily draw the same power as others but I hope the 
experiment will give an idea of emissions and costs. The significance or otherwise I 
leave to you.
 

Contact the Tsar via the Parish Council. Write to The Parish Council at The 
Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JH or e-mail 
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Emissions and costs of equipment on standby

Item kg CO2/year Cost per 
year (£)

Kettle (mine has a little light on) 11 2
Laptop charger (no laptop connected) 23 5
Laptop charger (charged laptop connected) 32 6
EON power meter 7 1
Mobile charger on standby 1 0.20
Video 31 6
TV 16 3
PC 36 7
PC Monitor 37 7

All values rounded to whole numbers except the 20p costs of the mobile charger.

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 or 
cllr.kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 
3JA. Bridget Smith is on 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com.

The Bobby Scheme

This is a registered charity run by 
The Shrievalty Trust which provides 
a service to people aged 65 and 
over aiming to prevent burglary by 
improving residents’ home security. 
By providing quick assistance and 
reassurance to victims, the Bobby 
Scheme aims to alleviate any stress and 
worry. 
 
If you know someone aged 65 and over 
who would benefit from the Bobby 
Scheme services please contact the 

co-ordinator direct on 07866 602100. 
The scheme is a free service offered 
to all victims of burglary aged 65 
and over. The charity also supports 
potential victims, again aged 65 and 
over, and offers the same home security 
service and advice – we ask for a 
£20 contribution towards this service 
(each Bobby Scheme callout costs 
approximately £120).

Housing 

SCDC published proposals for 
its preferred sites last year after 
government inspectors identified a 
shortfall in land allocated for future 
housing development in its Site Specific 
Policies Development Plan Document 
(SSPDPD). Inspectors have now 
confirmed that SCDC’s approach of 
allocating a few new large housing sites 
that are focused on Cambridge is the 
right way to provide homes that have 

Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and County 

Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 9



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am
Thursday 1st October
Margaret Starksfield, 29 Green 
Acres
Thursday 5th November
Phuilippa Smalls, 
43 Green End
If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

continued on page 10
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good access to services and facilities. 
They have also agreed two other sites 
that meet current planning policy.
·       Orchard Park (three sites) - 220 
additional homes  
·       land between Huntingdon Road, 
Histon Road and the A14 (known as 
NIAB Extra) - 1,100 homes, 630 by 
2016  
·       Powell’s Garage, Woollards Lane, 
Great Shelford - 18 homes  
·       Ida Darwin Hospital, Fulbourn 
- between 250 and 275 homes, 215 by 
2016  
·       Cambourne - an extra 950 homes 
(through increased densities within the 
existing approved footprint)  
·       the former Bayer CropScience site 
at Hauxton - 380 homes  
·       small sites at Papworth and 
Impington 
Inspectors consider that these sites, 
together with other land already 
identified such as Northstowe and 
other sites on the Cambridge fringes, 
will meet the housing needs of South 
Cambridgeshire to 2016 and beyond.

From a local point of view more 
houses at Cambourne will mean more 
pressure on the local road network and 
on schools as the process of delivering 
secondary education to Cambourne 
students is again in a bit of a fog. We 
are waiting for a government grant to 
be confirmed to see if there will be one 
built actually in Cambourne. 

Police News
 
Do you feel like giving something back 
to the community? Can you spare at 
least 4 hours per week? If so then why 
not consider applying to become a 
special constable? 
  
The special constabulary is a voluntary 
organisation that provides vital support 
to a whole range of policing activities, 
integral to reducing crime and disorder 
in Cambridgeshire. To find out more or 
request an application form view our 
special constabulary section at  www.
cambs-police.co.uk 

We know that there is a serious anti-
social behaviour problem in Gamlingay 
at the moment; mostly it would seem 
centered around one person. The Police 
have upped the work they are doing in 
the Parish in a bid to put an end to it. 

We cannot stress enough the importance 
of reporting all incidents to the Police 
– however trivial – as to get more Police 
time we need to show we have more 
crime than any other Parish. 

Road Repairs

To report problems with the highway 
you can either ring 0345 0455212 or 
e mail streetscene@cambridgeshire.
gov.uk.  For problems with streetlights 
phone 0800 253529. 

Roads and Safety

We are delighted that the Police and 
District Council are co-operating to 
try new ways of reducing speeding 
in our villages. The Police have been 
delivering over 100 “40mph” stickers 
to attach to bins in Wimpole and 
Arrington. We really encourage people 
who have got the stickers to put them on 
their wheelie bins to remind speeders of 
the limits through the villages. Because 
the bins are only out once a week the 
impact of the signs is much greater than 
the roadside markers which we all get 
used to seeing. We are anxious that this 
project is expanded to other parts of 
villages on busy roads – in Orwell and 
Longstowe to name but two more. Some 
Gamlingay residents have put stickers 
on their own initiative. 

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway

Busway contractors BAM Nuttall 
have advised Cambridgeshire County 
Council that they expect to hand 
over the track between St Ives and 
Cambridge at the end of October. This 
news means that, provided BAM Nuttall 
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achieve this date, Cambridgeshire 
County Council will be able to open 
the busway within a month of the 
handover once final testing and trials are 
complete. But how ridiculous to read 
that – despite costing £116m – there 
will be no universal ticket! People will 
have to decide if they want to buy a 
ticket for Whippet or Stagecoach before 
the bus arrives – and there will be no 
ability to buy a ticket as you get on the 
bus. Madness.  

The Future of Cambridgeshire

The East of England Regional Assembly 
(EERA) will be consulting across the 
region on the review of the East of 
England Plan from September 2nd 
to November 24th. In order to help 
Cambridgeshire residents understand 
the implications of the plan, and to 
provide them with an opportunity to 
give their views on it, we (the County 
Council and the District Councils) will 
be carrying out our own information 
campaign and consultation throughout 
September and October. This will 
be billed, Future Cambridgeshire: 
Your County- Your Choice and will 
mainly take the form of roadshows and 
questionnaires. Why do I care? I hear 
you cry. Here’s why - 

 “The current East of England Plan 
already provides a framework for 
sustainable new development needs 
and infrastructure investment in 
Cambridgeshire up to 2021. This 
includes the expansion of Cambridge 
into the Green Belt, a new town at 
Northstowe and some further growth in 
our market towns. 
The Review Scenarios being consulted 
on by EERA will roll forward the Plan 
to 2031. In the higher growth options 
they would seek to accelerate the rate 
of provision of homes and jobs in the 
County. Government sponsored research 
has suggested that these higher rates are 
necessary to meet future housing needs 
and additional economic expansion. 
However, work undertaken on behalf 
of the Cambridgeshire authorities has 
already indicated that higher rates of 
growth, possibly requiring more new 
towns, would be unsustainable and 
undeliverable. They would also need a 
massive input of new public funding for 
transport and other major infrastructure. 
Cambridgeshire advice to EERA, earlier 

in the summer, was that continuation of 
currently planned growth rates was the 
maximum likely to be achieved. Our 
top priority is to implement the existing 
strategy and overcome the effects of the 
current recession. 

So basically we told EERA to get 
knotted. However, one of the sites that 
did come forward was at Wintringham 
Park – just over the border in 
Huntingdonshire on the A428. This 
would have implications for Gamlingay 
and surrounding Parishes – not least on 
traffic grounds – and it is likely to be 
attractive to the Government if nobody 
else because developer contributions 
could be used to finish the dualling of 
the A428 to St Neots. 

The entire development agenda has 
rather been thrown into doubt by the 
decision of the Government to cut the 
Housing Growth Fund by £6m. I know 
this is all very dry stuff but the deal 
should be that in return for development 
we get infrastructure – and it is this 
infrastructure fund that is going.  The 
County Council consider this “a 
massive blow”  after Communities and 
Local Government (CLG) ministers sent 
a letter to Councillor Jill Tuck, Leader 
of the Council, confirming its intentions 
to reduce the County’s Housing Growth 
Fund (HGF) capital allocation for 2010-
11 by almost £6 million.  
 
The HGF money is used to support the 
delivery of much needed new homes 
and infrastructure across the county and 
significant cutbacks could now need to 
be made as a result of this considerable 
reduction in funding. Councillors 
from all authorities are wondering if 
the Government can be trusted to be 
a partner in the development of the 
Cambridge sub-region and indeed if 
we should be accepting any further 
development plans at all. 

Rubbish

One of the issues that Councillors 
get most relates to rubbish, rubbish 
collections and indeed “What happens 
to our Rubbish?” As you probably 
know, a new Waste Management facility 
has recently opened in Waterbeach 
which will handle all Cambridgeshire’s 
rubbish for the next 20 years.  A District 
colleague has recently visited the site 
and prepared a report on it.  The new 

plant cost £40 million. 

Green bins go there already.  They 
are emptied in a big warehouse and 
shredded (it has to be inside a building, 
in case any bins are contaminated with 
foot & mouth disease!)   It is then 
composted in huge concrete-walled 
tanks – about 100 metres long, 20 wide 
and 4 high – and has to reach 60 degrees 
centigrade for four days to kill off nasty 
bugs.  Then it is shredded again into 
small particles, and the end product is 
compost that you could put on your 
garden.  

What happens to black bins is much 
more complicated.  The new £40m 
building is vast – about the area of a 
football stadium, and three stories high.  
There are practically no windows, as the 
whole building is sealed and air-tight 
so smell is contained.  The black bins 
are emptied into two huge machines, 
each the size of a lorry, which smash 
up any bits of waste bigger than the 
size of your fist into smaller bits.  Then 
a series of conveyor belts takes it to 
other smashers than make it even 
smaller; under a magnetic belt that 
picks up metal; over a vibrator that 
sorts out stone and glass; and across an 
incredibly clever conveyor belt, moving 
very fast (two yards a second), where 
it passes under a camera linked to a 
computer.  The computer can recognize 
the shape of crushed up plastic bottles 
and scrunched up plastic bags, and then 
tells a powerful jet of air to blast out 
sideways, and blow off the plastic.
That gets rid of about 40% of what we 
put in our black bins.  The remainder 
is called “compost” and is mainly food 
waste, but could not be put onto your 
garden or fields as it is potentially 
hazardous.  It goes into a huge barn 
– think of something the size of 
Tesco Extra at Bar Hill.  It spends 
7 weeks here, in a pile four metres 
high, composting away, being turned 
regularly by a machine a bit like a 
waterwheel, three metres in diameter, 
which automatically moves around the 
pile on a huge crane.  Over the seven 
weeks the pile becomes “inert”, i.e. 
fully-composted Secondly, it roughly 
halves in volume.

After the seven weeks, it is (currently) 
put into landfill.  Because it is 
inert, it will not do any harm to the 
environment.  And because 40% of the 

continued from page 10



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.30pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel and Lucy

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

Youth Café programme for the 
autumn:

October
1st Gamlingay’s got talent!
15th Cooking 
22nd Pool competition
29th closed

November
6th Bangers and mash
13th Film
20th Craft
27th Musical night (joint)

December
3rd Guest night
10th Carol singing around Gamlingay
17th Christmas party (joint)

continued on page 1�

Gamlingay Library
 650 169

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00
Saturday 10.30-12.30

Free to join

volume has been picked out and the 
rest then halved, only about a third of 
our black bin rubbish will end up in the 
landfill, as compared to all of it today.  
When it is put into the landfill, a 48-ton 
lorry is driven back and forward over 
it, so that squashes it down even more.  
Each pit is about the size of two football 
pitches and about 10 stories deep, and 
will be filled up in 6 months from the 
household black bin rubbish from all 
of us in Cambridgeshire.  However, the 
material that comes out of the seven 
week composting process can actually 
be burnt, a bit like peat, and one day 
they hope to burn it in power stations 
instead of putting it in landfill.

So now you know – next month – what 
happens to the plastic you recycle!

continued from page 11

Gamlingay Photographic 
Society

At the Society’s AGM 
in May 2009, the 
Membership unanimously 
awarded Chairman,Nick 
Bruce, an Honorary Life 
Membership. Extracts 

from the proposal citation given by 
Committee Member, Stan Saunders, read:-
Nick joined Gamlingay Photographic 
Society over 25 years ago and has worked 
tirelessly, and at his own expense, ever 
since for the benefit of the Society and all 
Members who have belonged to it over 
those years; encouraging many along the 
way to improve their skills. He has been 
Chairman since 1993.
He has always enjoyed a great deal of 
personal success in Competitions in all 
three media - Black & White prints, 
Colour Prints and Slides and, in the last 
few years, producing images digitally. 
He has over 80 Trophy wins to his name; 
including a 10 year straight run of the 
Committee Cup. He also has over 50 
Runner-Up placings. He has always 
readily put his work forward to represent 
the Society in external competitions 
against other Clubs and for the St Ives 
Interprint, where he not only got Runner-
Up to the Best Print but also Best Print, 
The Melbourn Trophy Slide Competition 
and the former Bedfordshire Invitation 
Trophy. He has been a Member of the 
Selection Committee since he was first 
elected to Society’s Committee in 1988. 
The 21st Anniversary Exhibition was 
his idea and he was the driving force 

behind it’s success. As a result of the 
proceeds made that day, The Nick Bruce 
Anniversary Trophy Competition came 
into being. The important factor of this 
particular Trophy is that it should be 
open to all photographers regardless of 
which media they choose and so that it 
is not “subject restricting”.
His commitment to photography goes 
beyond Gamlingay Photographic 
Society. He has been a Member of St 
Neots and District Camera Club and 
also Sandy Camera Club; being its last 
Chairman when, sadly, due to economic 
reasons it closed in 1995.
He also went on to qualify as an East 
Anglian Federation (EAF) “C” Panel 
Judge and, over the last few years, it 
has given him a lot of pleasure to visit 
other Clubs and Societies to judge other 
photographer’s work and to share their 
passion of photography. Personally, 
and representing Gamlingay, he has 
had several Acceptances into EAF 
Annual Exhibitions with some being 
accepted to represent the EAF at 
Photographic Alliance of Great Britain 
(PAGB) Exhibitions. To May 2009, for 
Gamlingay Photographic Society, he has 
put in a total of “65 Committee Years”; 
always holding more than one post at a 
time, which break down to:-

Chairman   16
Vice Chairman   2
Treasurer   5
Competition Secretary  10
Programme Secretary/Committee 8
Social Secretary   3
Selection Committee  21
The Society has only ever had two 
Honorary Life Members before; the 
first being the late Bob Stocks who 
was a great inspiration and mentor to 
Nick. The second being Nick’s friend 
and co-author of two pictorial Books 
on Gamlingay, the late Gwen Sharpe. It 
was therefore fitting that Nick was made 
their successor.
For the 2009-2010 Season, Nick was 
re-elected as Chairman, Competition 
Secretary, Programme Secretary and 
to the Selection Committee. He has 
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subsequently gone on to put together, 
once again, another varied and excellent 
value for money Programme for the 
forthcoming season; details of which 
will be published in the monthly 
“What’s on” feature in The Gazette.

The Society was established in 1971 
and is affiliated to the PAGB through 
the EAF. It meets Friday evenings, 
during term-time, at The Resource 
Centre, The Village College, Station 
Road, Gamlingay.

For more information about the 
Society and/or a copy of the 2009-2010 
Programme, please telephone Nick or 
Jackie Bruce on 01767 651025.

Summer 2009

What a Summer we have had!
I looked for the sun today,
And could not find it anywhere,
The sky was completely grey.

Maybe we’ll get some soon I hope,
It must be there somewhere,
“Come out, don’t sleep behind the 
clouds, 
And give us all a share”.

So smile again our pleasant sun,
With warmth we ask of you,
Enclose us with your golden rays,
And fill a sky that’s bright and blue.

E. W Farndell

Biggleswade and District Arts Society

26th Autumn Art Exhibition

Northill Village Hall (opposite the church)
Saturday October 17th, 10 - 4pm
Sunday October 18th, 10 - 4pm

Free admission

Original paintings for sale

Refreshments
News from

The Lodge nature 
reserve

by Peter Bradley

Our new walk, the Sandy Ridge 
trail, opened at the beginning of 
September. This three quarters of 
a mile long walk starts a little way 
down from our visitor car park, and 
finishes beside the old heath. 

We bought the land in 2005, and have 
since put in fences and gates so that we 
can graze the grassland with our Manx 
loghtan sheep. The woodlands have 
remained unchanged, except where we 
have cleared small areas of bracken 
and sycamore to restore the land to 
heathland.
The walk never takes you far from trees. 
You meander through open woodland, 
then alongside woods beside the big 
field where the sheep graze. There 

are plenty of rabbits to see there, the 
entrances of their warrens stand out 
as low, sandy mounds. The sheep and 
rabbits have together quickly restored 
this heathland turf, where only a dozen 
or so years ago fields of rye rippled. 
Take a careful look among the thin-
leaved grasses at your feet, and you 
will see the orange-red stars of scarlet 
pimpernel, the pinks and purples of 
cranesbill and storksbill, the pretty blue 
flowers of forget-me-not and bugloss.  
The trail follows the top of the ridge, 
affording teasing glimpses into deep 
woodland glades, and out across 
Biggleswade Common towards the high 
ground around Royston, and Toppler’s 
Hill water tower. 
As the path turns down through the 
woods, you become more aware of 
the quiet richness of this part of the 
reserve. Toadstools, bracket fungi, and 
puffballs poke through the leafy soil; 
a line of ancient oaks marks a long-
forgotten boundary. If there is a rustle 
in the bracken, you may turn to see a 
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fox speeding along purposefully, or 
a muntjac deer leaping across fallen 
branches. There is an old birch wood, 
where wide white trunks are pocked 
with woodpecker holes, and summer 
glades recently buzzed with hundreds of 
red darter dragonflies.
You are nearly at the end when you 
reach the old, sandstone wall that 
stretches from the top of the ridge, 
down to Stratford Road, and follows 
the RSPB’s boundary all the way to the 
Potton Road. This pretty golden-brown 
structure could be nearly 200 years old; 
not surprisingly, it has many tumbled-
down sections, that offer a home for 
weasels, stoats and lizards. Beyond 
it lies the heath, parts of which were 
conifer plantations until the RSPB felled 
the trees there about a dozen years ago 
– now it’s covered with heather flowers. 
A sign that the heather will return to 
Sandy Ridge, and the rest of the reserve: 
it just takes time.
The Lodge reserve is open every day of 
the week, from dawn to dusk, and there 
are plenty of organised events: just ring 
to book. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free if you are members or just visiting 
the shop. The shop (01767 680541) is 
open every day and has everything for 
people who love nature. 
 

Some events for you to enjoy in 
October:

Beginning birdwatching? There’s a walk 
just for you on Thursday 1 October, 
10am – 12 noon. A chance to learn more 
about birds, and gather some tips to help 
you identify them.
Feed the Birds Open Day Saturday 24 
October, 10am – 4pm.  Once a year, we 
throw open the gates, and invite you all 
to join us for free fun and activities on 
the lawn at the house. There will be bird 
cake making, bird ringing, face painting 
and lots more to do. Free parking, small 
charge for some activities. 

Halloween for Children 1 – 3pm, 
Saturday 31 October. A Halloween walk 
(in fancy dress) around the reserve. 
Prizes for the best dressed child and best 
carved pumpkin. Booking necessary.

Halloween walk, 5 - 7pm, Saturday 31 
October. A night-time walk for families 
who aren’t afraid of the woods… in the 
dark… Not suitable for young children. 
Wear suitable clothes and bring a torch. 
Booking necessary.

Autumn is a time of reflection in the 
garden, to look at what you have 
enjoyed this year and what you’d like 
to change or improve for the coming 
years. Make plans now whilst new 
ideas are still fresh in your mind and 
the garden structure is still growing. 
By implementing changes now like 
digging a new flowerbed or putting in 
a new planting scheme, your garden 
will get off to a good start for next 
year.

Cleaning and tidying up is quite 
important now to help control pests and 
diseases. Recycle healthy garden waste 
on your compost heap and you will 
provide some excellent organic matter 
for your plants next year.

Autumn is the time to put your garden 
to bed for the winter – but not an end 
to the gardening year! Think of autumn 
as the beginning of the next growing 
season. To extend autumn into winter 
and early spring, leave pruning back of 
ornamental grasses and some perennials 
until next March. Dead stems and 
flower and seed heads add interest, 
structure and outline in the garden in 
winter and look especially good with a 
covering of frost or snow on them.

Planting
Autumn is probably the best time of 
the year to plant all sorts of things 
– container grown plants, bare-root 
specimens (from November), bulbs for 
spring colour, and sow seed for next 
year. The soil is warm from the summer, 
the air is moist and cool and these ideal 
conditions promote good root growth 
that helps to get plants established and 
off to a good start next spring. Make 
sure you water all containers thoroughly 
or soak bare-rooted plants in water 
before planting; mix in some general 
fertiliser like Fish, Blood and Bonemeal 
into the planting hole before watering 
this, too.

Plant container grown plants just below 
the surface of the soil and cover the top 
of the container compost with an even 
layer of soil, lightly firming in. Make 
sure bare-rooted plants are securely 
firmed in to prevent drying out and 
stake if necessary.
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The Flower Garden
Plant spring-flowering bulbs and bedding such as wallflowers, primroses
Weed and clear away any debris in borders but don’t clear away fallen leaves 
as these act as a protective mulch during the winter, especially for half-hardy 
plants
Clear away annuals;compost them
Lift, dry and store dahlia and gladioli tubers
Divide clumps of perennials
Bring frost-tender plants into the greenhouse or frost-free place

The Vegetable and Fruit Garden
Harvest and store crops
Clear beds and dig over
Sow a green manure crop on ‘resting’ beds
Plant autumn onion sets and garlic
Sow autumn prepared broad beans and peas
Cut back fruited canes of blackberries and raspberries
Plant new raspberry canes 
Pick apples before autumn gales

The Water Garden
Clear out fallen leaves before they start to rot in the water
Cut back perennial plants, such as flag irises, and tidy up other plants by 
removing old leaves and flowerheads

Garden Maintenance
Shred healthy prunings and compost in bags over the winter, these shreddings 
can be used after six months as mulch on borders and under hedges etc.
Clean all garden tools and oil moving joints
Clean out shed and/or greenhouse and wash surfaces down
Remove fallen leaves from paths and drives

Lawncare
New lawns can be sown now and turf laid from early to 
mid-autumn
Feed lawns with autumn lawn care products
Aerate compacted lawns and top dress
Scarify or rake out accumulated thatch and moss
Clean and oil lawnmower 
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Ever wondered what it’s 
all about?

Over 2 million people in the U.K. 
and 11 million people worldwide 
have attended an Alpha course – an 
opportunity to explore the meaning 
of life.

There are currently 7000 courses 
running across the UK.

The Alpha Course is an opportunity 
for anyone to explore the Christian 
Faith in a relaxed setting over a 
number of thought provoking weekly 
sessions.

Gamlingay Baptist Church will be 
running a course from February 
2009.

Why not come along?

For details please ring 
our minister, James on 
(01767) 651519
Or watch our notice board 
outside the church on Stocks Lane. 

Stagecoach 
in Cambridge 18 / 18A

The County Council has received a registration 
with changes to the above service. They are as 
below.

Service:
18 / 18A Stagecoach in Cambridge 31-08-09 
Cambridge - Comberton - Cambourne - Longstowe Mon - Sat *
08:45 journey from Cambridge now extended to Kingston
*09:15 journey from Comberton now starts from Kingston at 09:18
with existing departure times 10 minutes later
*14:45 journey from Cambridge will now serve Cambourne with
subsequent departure times 9 minutes later 

For copies of the new timetable please contact Stagecoach in Cambridge on 01223 
423578
*Telephone 0845 045 0675
*Email passenger.transport@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
*Write Passenger Transport, CC1301, Castle Court, Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 0AP

Centenary Celebrations for 
the Baptist Church

by James Gilbert

Sunday 4th October 2009

Back to the 1890’s for a Victorian 
Service at 6pm- for one night only, 
the church resumes its original name: 
“Gamlingay Old Meeting (Baptist)” 

We will worship God as they would 
have done in the Victorian era - singing 
some of the more popular hymns out 
of the Sankey Hymn book (from the 
1890’s and I think the most widely 
published hymn book) - most will be 
well known but we will be singing a 
couple that were very popular in 1899, 
but aren’t so well known now (but 
we will NOT be having an hour long 
sermon as they would have had then!)

People are very welcome to dress as 
they would have then, although this is 
not compulsory. 

The service will be followed by a slide 
show of photographs relating to the 
chapel and its life in the community 
from around 1880 into the century. 



An email reply to a letter sept issue (unedited)
Having read your letter regarding the lack of use and respect of the new skatepark i 
thought i should reply-  i have been skateboarding for over ten years and was even 
the chairperson for a small group campaigning for a skatepark in gamlingay in the 
late nineties, when i heard there was a park built i went to check it out straight away.

i was unsure who had the most input in the design, but i dont think it was from 
many experienced skaters, for one thing its in a field, with no access path, which 
equals mud. the very bain of any skatepark, especially when frequented by children 
on bikes with no interest in actually using the park to its full purpose, i used to 
visit the park after work most evenings, and it was always full of local skaters and 
also surrounded by other teenagers just using it as a hangout, which i knew would 
happen, which is why i was not surprised to find , on one visit, broken glass and 
vomit all over the ramps and floor, this and coupled with the fact that the surface 
becomes so soft in the summer heat that it becomes unrideable is the reason why i 
do not visit this park anymore, not even my broom can clean up vomit. so here are 
some points as to why the local skaters might not be using this facility, how do you 
stop anti-social behaviour&vandalsim around skateparks? how can we make sure the 
councils actually listen to the skaters and not just stick in some ramps and a rail and 
hope that’ll do the job??  i prefer to drive the extra miles to skate potton now, and 
thats saying something !! 

Mr A C Fordham,, Hatley St George
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22/23rd July Murfitt Way Between 1000 & 0645 thieves stole number plates from a Renault. 
22/23rd July Grays Road Between 1900 & 1100 a Rover car was vandalised with white paint. 
25th July Maple Ct. Between 1830 & 1930 a ladies purple mountain bike was stolen
25/26th July Church St. Between 1000 & 0900 a male “Shockwave” mountain bike and a female Raleigh bike 

were dumped in the garden of a private residence 
26/27th July Cinques Road Between 2300 & 0830 vandals damaged a Citroen Xsara.
28/29th July Waresley Rd Between 1430 & 1415 thieves stole a bicycle from a rear garden.
30/31st July Birchmead Between 2200 & 0740 a VW Golf was stolen
30/31st July Stocks Lane Between 2000 & 0850  Mercedes Sprinter was vandalised. 
2/7th August Green End  Between 2030 & 1830 a Suzuki Quad bike was stolen from a garage.
5th August The Cross At 1438 a thief stole a handbag from the kitchen area. 
7th August  Stocks Lane At 2255 vandals smashed a ground floor window.   
7/15th August  Stocks Lane Between 0500 & 1000 a Seat Ibiza was vandalised.
9th August Church St. At 1220 a shoplifter was challenged by staff member outside of shop 

and unpaid for goods recovered.
11/12th August Church End Between 2030 & 0800 a pressure washer was stolen from a garage.
11/12th August Station Road Between 1930 & 1800 thieves stole a petrol lawnmower from a shed.
12th August Dennis Green Between 0100 & 0900 thieves stole a  sat-nav from a Fiat Doblo.
12/13th August Stocks Lane Between 2200 & 0800 a front garden light was damaged.
12/13th August Almond Drive Between 1900 & 0630 a Mazda 6 vehicle was vandalised.
14th August West Rd. At 2010 thieves stole a sat-nav and attachments from a motor vehicle

Neighbourhood 
Watch

Summary of Parish Council Meetings June and July (no meeting in Aug)

Agendas and Minutes also available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-
Community Buildings

Following further community consultation and much discussion about design options and funding possibilities, the planning 
application for the new Gamlingay Eco – Hub was submitted in late July.  The application is for a phased project which will be 
completed dependent on external funding being found.  It will include refurbishment of the existing building and the construction 
of a new small hall, front extension, car parking with recycling facilities and a youth wing.  External storage for rental to 
community groups is also planned.  The building will include many energy saving features and will be as eco – friendly as 
possible.  It is intended that the library and Parish Council office will be based in the Hub.  A new charity would be formed to 
control and manage the building – based on advice from the village halls advisor from the  Association of Communities in Rural 
England (ACRE).  The Parish Council will own the building as custodian trustees.
WI hall – it was agreed that this could be used as a venue by the First School in the event of an emergency evacuation requiring 
the school field and buildings to be cleared (critical incident policy).  
Old Methodist Chapel – Rainbow pre-school have increased their hours usage of the hall, Care Club are no longer operating 
morning sessions.

Churchyards
Mr N Bruce resigned from the Parish Council after 19 years of service.  He has kindly agreed to remain on the cemetery working 
party where his experience is of great value to the parish.
The churchyard wall reserve fund has been renamed “churchyard works” and will be utilized for the new paths at St Mary’s and 

•

•

by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner
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other essential works at both the Baptist Chapel and the Church.
Moles causing problems in cemetery again – pest control have been called in.

Allotments
A meeting took place with a representative from the Allotments Regeneration 
Initiative (ARI).  Items discussed included disabled access arrangements, toilet 
provision, rents, size of plots, methods of providing water on site, fencing and 
hedging, keeping of livestock and bee keeping.  The council are still waiting on legal 
agreements to be completed before the land identified as suitable for allotments can 
be prepared.  It is envisaged that all those on the waiting list (30+) will be provided 
for when this land comes forward.

Police
Reported to the police - vandalism to the bowls green and Parish Council notice 
board.  Motorbikes on recreation field.

Library
3 year agreement with county council due for renewal in October 2009.  New library 
supervisor appointed – starting Sept.

Parish Plan
Review of action plan in November.

Forward Gamlingay!
Multi use games area and extension to fitness centre – project has been pared down 
to try and ensure delivery. £200k grant from SCDC in danger of being lost if project 
does not progress quickly.  Funding being sought from Sport England.
Launch of GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) on 15th July.  Well 
attended meeting, much interest shown in idea of cycle way between Gamlingay 
and Sandy-funding for feasibility study to be sought.  Youth Cafe has secured £3k of 
funding from the Extended Schools Partnership.  Youth night will now be on Thurs 
with youth cafe  5.30pm to 7pm followed by youth club 7.30-9pm – in the WI hall.

Committees
New council committee structure agreed – planning, consultation and finance and 
general purposes are the 3 main committees with sub – committees/working parties 
for highways, staffing, cemetery, allotments, footpaths, halls and highways.  If there 
are any members of the public who would be interested in joining any working 
parties they would be very welcome – please contact the clerks.

Finance
Audit 2008-9 has been completed with no concerns from internal or external 
auditors.  Annual investment review – council is to consult with independent 
financial advisor to ensure best returns on reserves.

Miscellaneous
Quarterly risk assessments and fire checks all completed.  Annual review of deeds 
and covenants done – clerks to complete voluntary first registration of all Parish 
Council owned land with land registry (if not already registered).
Fly posting – parishioners to be reminded that action may be taken on this increasing 
problem in the village.
Highways – meeting held with representative from the county highways department 
to discuss the zebra crossing on Church St and other issues.  The crossing is to 
stay- it is considered safer than no provision despite concerns about visibility of 
approaching traffic due to parked cars.  Possibility of making one way single lane 
between 2 St Mary’s and the Wheatsheaf/Church St corner was considered. This 
would protect the churchyard wall and provide space for pedestrians to walk more 
safely – please let us know your views.

Other Parish Council news

Owl bikes recycling scheme update
15 bikes have been taken for recycling to date (end August) and 2 more are waiting 
to go!  Please continue to support this scheme – ring the Parish Council (01767 
650310) if you live in Gamlingay and  have an old bike that you would like to 
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by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner
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donate.One of your councillors has 
kindly volunteered to  transport them to 
the Owl recycling facility .
If you would like any further 
information please contact OWL on 
01223 839580 or e-mail paula.ayres@
owlgroup.org.uk.  

Pavement warden scheme update

This has been running for some 
time now and the Parish Council are 
extremely grateful to Mr Goss and his 
small team of pavement wardens for 
helping to keep our village clean.  There 
are weekly collections of sacks full of 
rubbish collected from our streets by 
these volunteers – thank you to you all.  

If you think your part of the village is 
looking rather messy why not consider 
joining the volunteers?  We will provide 
you with any equipment you might need 
- a grabber, bags, broom,high visibility 
vest, etc and you chose when, where 
and how often you want to pick up 
some litter, which we will arrange to 
have collected. 
Even if you picked up a couple of crisp 
packets each day on the way to the 
pub/school/shop/gym it would make 
a difference!  Please give us a ring 
01767 650310 if you would like to help.  
Thank you.

Vandalism

A reminder to please report all incidents 
of vandalism – however petty – to the 
police non-emergency number 0845 
456 4564 and get a crime reference 
number.  By getting a recorded history 
of incidents the Parish Council has 
evidence to use when pressuring the 
police to take a more active role in 
combating this problem in the village.  
Thank you.

n.b this also applies to incidents/
accidents on the village roads.  No 
matter how minor, please report these.   
The county highways department can 
not consider improvements to  a road 
that is said to be dangerous unless they 
have a record of reported incidents 
involving pedestrians/cyclists/motorists.

by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Swings at the Butts play area

The main swings at the Butts have 
been dismantled and removed as on 
inspection they were found to be in a 
dangerous condition – the welds on 
the joints which support the top bar 
had failed.  As these swings date from 
around 1968 the parts are no longer 
available to repair them so urgent 
removal was the only safe option.  The 
Parish Council will be considering 
their replacement at their next meeting.  
Apologies to all the children (and some 
grown-ups) who will miss them.

The Gazette needs a new 
distributor.

We need a volunteer to take 
over the role of Distributor.

The Job

Accept the boxes of copy from the 
printer

Count out the copies, bundle and label 
them for the route walkers who actually 
post them through doors

Notify the drivers that the bundles are 
ready for collection and delivery to the 
route walkers

Post about twenty copies to people who 
no longer live in the village

Organise replacements for route walkers 
who leave or are away

Please contact Val Newman on 01767 
651 806
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Gamlingay Women’s Institute Hall
A Local Landmark -

 Past, Present and Future
Gamlingay WI was formed on the 17th March 1921 and had the 
magnificent total of 122 members. Mrs. Elizabeth Ellis of Merton 
Grange was the president from 1921 - 1948 and meetings were held 
initially in the parish room.

The Ellis family kindly donated the land on which the present hall stands and 
WI members worked hard to raise funds to construct the hall. The building  
was completed in Nov. 1926 and the WI have met there ever since.  Over 
time there have been many alterations,  internally and externally, and at least 
two extensions. One to the side was funded by Mrs. Ellis and one to the rear 
funded by the WI. At the early meetings members even had to bring their 
own chairs! It was always the Ellis family’s’ wish that their contribution 
of land and finance should be for the benefit of the village as a whole and 
should continue always to be so in its current form. In fact this was set out 
as a requirement in the original deeds and was a responsibility laid on the 
trustees.

The hall was let to various organisations to raise money for its upkeep 
recently enabling new windows/double glazing, more efficient heating and 
decoration of both interior and exterior when required.. In addition to lettings 
income the WI fund raised with coffee mornings , jumble sales, and catering 
for visiting  coach parties with lunches and suppers etc. Organisations using 
the hall have include Pre-School groups, after school clubs, dance classes, 
slimming groups, yoga and keep fit, blood donors , Rainbow Guides, 
gardening club, and mother and baby clinics: many of these still continue to 
use it. It is also a popular venue for private parties, wedding receptions etc.

In 2007 the WI committee felt that, sadly, they could no longer continue 
managing the hall. After consulting members the wheels were set in motion 
to dispose of it in a way that would mean the hall continued to be used by 
the village as before and in the spirit of the Ellis’s original gift. The Parish 
Council was approached and we were pleased that they said they recognised 
the value of the building as a resource to the community as a whole and that 
they were anxious to ensure it remained a community facility. Eventually 
the WI gave the hall to the village by deed of gift and the official handover 
took place on 13th Nov 2007 when county and district councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley thanked the WI for its generous gift to the parish council which 
will ensure that this valuable asset remains available for community use.

We are fortunate to be able to continue to have our meetings there free of 
charge although we are a much smaller group than the original 122 but we 
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by Marigold, Primrose and Buttercup 

On Saturday 11th October 1st Gamlingay Rainbows joined other Rainbows from all over the county at 

Ramsey Rural Museum for a fun day out.

We all had to get up very early (for a 

Saturday ) to meet our coach and Pat its 

driver at the Community Centre.

 I think that the Rainbows were more 

awake than its three adult leaders but 

would we get a chance to snooze on the 

bus???  At 09.00 hrs we pulled out of 

the car park waving to Mums and Dads 

to make our way to Ramsey - well you 

can forget the snoozing on the coach the 

back row were particularly fond of the 

wheels on the bus and also the familar 

echos to many parents “are we there 

yet?.Arriving at the Rural Museum we 

booked in and then were give name 

badges to wear. After a drink we set off to explore the museum and the exhibits.  We visited an old 

fashioned chemist shop and great fun was had with the ear trumpet. Next door was a cobblers. The lady at 

the museum told us that everything in the shop was genuine as it was donated by a cobbler who had long 

since retired, complete with all the shoes that had been taken in for repair and not collected.

We also visited the pump room and saw the many 

forms of pumps which were used to keep the water 

out of the fens.  There was also an old fashioned 

caravan which seemed very small compared to 

the ones which many of the Rainbows had taken 

holidays in, but it was beautifully restored and you 

could imagine that the family were just out collecting 

blackberries from near-by bushes.

The Victorian school room was a particular favourite 

of the Rainbows, complete with a stern looking 

teacher and those little bottles of milk that you used to 

get when you were young - I can remember this from

continued on page �



New Businesses Starting Up in Gamlingay Despite the Credit Crunch

Finntastic VA Services
A few years ago, if you had heard the saying ‘Credit Crunch’ you might have thought it 
was a new breakfast cereal. Unfortunately, today, those two words conjure up thoughts 
of friends and family losing their jobs, bonuses being slashed and High Street shops 
closing down. Although don’t despair, the Credit Crunch is not all bad news! Believe it 
or not, a recession is often a very good time to start a new business venture if you have 
the ambition to go for it and can fill a gap in the market! Did you know that Burger 
King, Hewlett Packard, Wikipedia and even the little known Microsoft Corporation 
were all started from small beginnings in the midst of recessions?! 

Although Gamlingay is not known for being a hustling business metropolis, (although 
I seem to find that people from outside the area have heard of our village because of 
Chelford Fabrics!) there are plenty of small businesses and sole traders located in the 
area offering a variety of services such as carpentry, music tuition, hairdressing and 
computer maintenance, to name but a few. One thing all businesses have in common 
though, no matter how large or small, is paperwork. If you are a small business owner, 
or know of someone who is, then chances are you find that the paperwork tasks get 
shoved to one side during the working day and then take up precious time in the 
evenings and weekends. Being familiar with this scenario myself, it was one of the 
reasons that triggered me to establish my own business earlier this year as a Virtual 
Assistant (VA). Many moons ago when I was younger, I used to assist my father, Dave 
Finnigan, with his garage paperwork and book-keeping in the evenings. Over the years 
I have also assisted my two self employed brothers with their paperwork and began to pick up other ad-hoc administration work 
from local businesses. I realised there must be a need for other small businesses who didn’t have a full time administrator, hence 
Finntastic VA Services was born!

I had a diverse background before going self employed that has included organising and running hospitality and public events at 
Duxford Imperial War Museum and English Heritage. I have also worked as an administrator for a Helicopter Flying School and 

a Biotech organisation. I may even have served coffee to some of you 
on a flight to Europe during my days as a trolley dolly with Monarch 
and Easyjet! 

The Virtual Assistant concept has come about in the last ten years or 
so as the internet has become more accessible to everyone. Working 
‘virtually’ basically means that I carry out administration tasks from 
my own office and assist via the internet, email and over the phone, 
therefore not taking up space in any of my client’s premises. Being 
local I can of course come to your office to help if needed!
I offer a variety of admin services on an ad-hoc, hourly basis and only 
work the hours needed, making it more cost effective for a business 
who cannot afford a full time secretary or admin assistant. Services 
include event organising, book-keeping, invoicing, proofreading, 
PowerPoint presentations, data entry, promotional material design and 
the typing and formatting of documents.

After only three months of setting up my business, amongst my clients 
I now have an artist who has painted a portrait of Her Magesty, the 
Queen (!), a language tutor, an architect, a wedding planner, a security 
firm and a professional musician. 

So if you ever feel like your paperwork is getting on top of you and your office resembles the photo on the left, then I look 
forward to hearing from you!

Natalie Finnigan.



(some) Local Farmers’ markets

Bedford: Harpur Sq MK40 1SL  
2nd Thursday monthly - 8.30am to 3pm 
Contact: Jill Peters 
Tel: 01234 378218
Biggleswade: Market Sq, SG18 8AS 
3rd Wednesday monthly - 9am to 2pm 
Contact: Michelle Chaplin, enquiries@biggleswadetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Tel: 01767 313134
Roxton Garden Centre Farmers’ Market, Bedford Rd MK44 3DY 
3rd Saturday monthly - 11am to 3pm 
Contact: email: gardenfriendsveg@aol.com 
Tel: 01480 210383
Sandy: Market Car Park 
First Saturday monthly - 9am to 1pm, except January 
Contact: Jonathan Whitehurst 
Tel: 01767 681491
Shefford, High St SG17 5DG 
2nd Saturday monthly, 9am to 1pm 
Contact: email: vicky@humbershomemade.co.uk 
Tel: 01525 750246
Wimpole Hall (from Oct 09) previously at Burwell 
2nd Saturday monthly - 9.30am to 12.30pm 
Contact: Jan Lupton 
Tel: 01223 291291
Burwell - Village College (moving Oct 09 to Wimpole Hall) 
2nd Saturday monthly - 9.30am to 12.30pm 
Contact: Jan Lupton 
Tel: 01223 291291
Cambridge: Market Square 
Sundays weekly - 10am to 4pm 
Contact: Andy White or Colin Joyce  
Tel: 01223 457105 / www.cambridgemarkets.co.uk
Ely: off Market Place 
2nd & 4th Saturday monthly - 8.30am to 2pm 
Contact: Roz Scott , East Cambs District Council 
Tel:  01353 616390
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Great Shelford Memorial Hall, Woollards Lane 
4th Saturday monthly - 9.30am to 12.30pm 
Contact: Jan Lupton 
Tel: 01223 291291
Huntingdon: Market Square 
Alternate Fridays - 8am to 2pm 
Contact: Caroline Higgins or Roger Furniss 
Tel: 01480 388388/640; email: crm_ops@huntsdc.gov.uk
Impington: Village College 
3rd Saturday monthly - 9.30am to 12.30pm 
Contact: Jan Lupton 
Tel: 01223 291291
Linton: Village College, London Road (A1307) 
1st Saturday monthly - 9.30am to 12.30pm 
Contact: Jan Lupton 
Tel: 01223 291291
St Ives: Sheep Market/Town Centre 
1st and 3rd Saturdays monthly - 8.30am to 2pm 
Contact: Roz Scott, St Ives Town Council 
Tel: 01480 388931
St Neots: Market Square 
2nd and 4th Saturday monthly - 8am to 1pm 
Contact: Tom McCormick 
Tel: 01480 388943
Whittlesey: Market Place 
Alternate Fridays - 8.30am to 1pm  
Contact: Mike Chapman 
Tel: 01354 654321
Willingham Village Green 
9am - 12 noon, Sat 3 October 2009 
Contact: Marie Clements 
Tel: 01954 20020

continued from page �0

Wimpole Hall
Farmers’ Market
11am-3pm  – Free Entry

Local and Fresh Produce

October 10th
November 14th
December 12th



Gamlingay & District Writers’ 

Another great meeting!  It’s becoming 
noticeable that the quality of work 
is increasing exponentially between 
meetings –everyone is doing very well.  
Practise really does make perfect!

1.Introductions
No need for introductions this month as 
we all know each other by now.  It was 
pleasing to see that our new member 
liked us enough to come back.
2.Review of Targets
Our novelists are making steady 
progress – one has written another few 
hundred words, and the other has been 
working out some revised targets.  The 
Chair is working on two novels at the 
moment – one new and one a rewrite 
– and is finding it useful to spend a set 
amount of time on each one every day 
– for example, half an hour.  It does 
all add up if you stick to it, and it is 
definitely an incentive to concentrate 
harder with a strictly allocated time 
frame.
3.Competition News
One member is still awaiting a 
publisher’s verdict on one of her novels.

Another member has entered a 
competition on the topic ‘Seven Deadly 
Sins’, and was also shortlisted in a flash 
fiction competition, eventually coming 
third, which is a great achievement  The 
competition was particularly difficult as 
entries had to be submitted within half 
an hour of the topic being announced.

Since the meeting, the Chair has 
entered two competitions, sending the 
‘Back into Hell’ story to Dark Tales, and 
also submitting ‘The Literary Agent’ to 
a competition run by Northants Writers’ 
Group.
4.Other News
Speaker – the Chair has finally managed 
to make contact with our prospective 
speaker, and has so far chased three 
times to try to agree a date.  The person 
concerned is a very inspiring speaker so 
it would be well worth us getting hold 
of her if at all possible.

The New Writer – has asked the Chair 
to submit details of the group and also 
a photo for inclusion in a later issue.  
This was deferred to the August meeting 
because some of the regular members 
were absent...as was the photographer!

It has now been deferred again 
because it slipped the Chair’s mind... 
so we will try to get organised for the 
October meeting and get a picture done.

And the big news of the evening 

– is that one member’s novel is 
being published soon.  He’s currently 
extremely busy with the editing process, 
and it’s all coming together.  The book 
cover has been chosen, the last details 
are being finalised and it’s all very 
exciting.  Well done – you’ve beaten us 
all to it!
5.Discussion of Work
This month’s topic was a script – and 
we had a great variety of work.  Some 
people had decided to lay their work out 
as a script; others had made their work 
about a script.  We had a scene set out 
in a restaurant, some actors discussing 
a proposed production, a riveting sci-fi 
story, a story from a song from the 
Chair (which was July’s theme, but 
better late than never...) and a script 
addressing the issue of multiculturalism 
in modern Britain.

It really does make the meetings very 
interesting when each person has made 
such an effort with their work.
Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Goodwin on 01767 
654830 for details, or see our website 
– www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.
6.Break
No break this month as there was a lot 
to talk about.  It’s great that so many of 
us are really excited about our projects.
7.Aims for the coming month
Everyone is aiming to produce 
something for the next meeting on 
October 6th.  The theme is, “Person, 
Place, Thing.  Can you include in your 
story the person, the place and the 
object agreed in September’s  meeting?”
The items agreed upon are:
Person A Policitian
Place A Lake
Object A Phoenician Coin
However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the 
theme, as ever, they are welcome to 
submit that instead.  It would be helpful 
if we could circulate our work a week 
in advance of the meeting to allow for 
reading time.  Remember that we have a 
week less than normal as the September 
meeting was deferred for a week.
8.Any Other Business?
Meeting venue – Will has kindly offered 
to host the meeting again so we will be 
meeting at 7 o’clock at his house.
See you all next month!  Happy 
writing!!
Tracey 
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Dear Editor,

How easy it is to have a moan, yet 
again, about the youth of the village and 
to sit back and rubbish the efforts made 
to provide something for our young 
people to enjoy! How easy to verbally 
vandalise the facilities and say that our 
young people are not worth spending 
any time and money on!

I am writing in response to the letter 
in the Sept Gazette calling the new 
skate park a ‘huge, expensive white 
elephant’. I don’t know who wrote the 
letter because they chose to remain 
anonymous (why?), but the letter was 
negative, sarcastic, misinformed, and 
quite insulting to those people who 
have actually made efforts to improve 
recreational amenities in what is an 
isolated and deprived village for many 
youngsters.

Young people and their parents in 
this village worked extremely hard 
to design and raise the money for the 
skatepark by organising fund raising 
events over a period of three years.  
Forward Gamlingay, with the support 
of the Parish Council, worked tirelessly 
alongside them to apply for grants and 
donations in order to deliver a project 
which was top of the ‘wish list’ for 
young people in this village and that 
they had waited a long time for. The 
vandalism is very disappointing, of 

course, but it is the work of a very 
few, and these are not the majority 
of kids who actually use and care 
about the skatepark, who are polite, 
well mannered and engaged in their 
community.  (These few vandals also 
damage the Butts play area and village 
noticeboards, bins and cars, but we 
don’t decide that it is a waste of time 
having those in the village). 

I also walk my dog regularly around 
the recreation ground and take pleasure 
in seeing the skatepark in frequent 
use by teenagers, younger children 
with their dads, skaters and bikers.  I 
must also say that because Forward 
Gamlingay has been criticised before 
for only delivering youth projects, we 
made recent efforts to involve a wider 
range of village groups and ask for ideas 
for projects aimed at adults (Gazette, 
May 2009), which resulted in a great 
blank wall of indifference.  We did try!
Finally, I must counter the misinformed 

comments about the ‘urbanisation’ 
of the field in Station Road, another 
Forward Gamlingay project.  It will not 
be an urban park, or a playground, it 
will not be paved or fenced.  But yes, it 
will hopefully have some pond dipping, 
and heaven forbid a picnic bench or 
two, some hedging and trees for shelter, 
and a proper footpath along the brook 
so that those parents with pushchairs, or 
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Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER

Booklinks Contact: Chantelle 650 753

First Thursday of the month At the Crafty Cupcake, new members welcome.

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks

Wednesday 14th October, Thursday 
12th November, Wednesday 9th 
December.

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Friday, 9th October ‘Wild South Wales’ with RIchard Revels

Friday 16th October ‘Temples and Steam Trains of India’ with David Eatwell

Friday 23rd October half term

WI

Tuesday, 20th October Harvest supper hosted by the committee

Tuesday, 17th November speaker to be arranged. ‘The Samaritans’

Wildlife Trust

Sunday, 18th October Gamlingay Wood. ‘Fabulous Fungi’ our annual Seed Collecting 
Event, 1.30 - 4.00pm

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 7th October Pruning made easy by Geoff Hodge

History Society

Monday, 12th October Fire Brigade History 1938 to date by Gordon Townsend

Monday, 9th November Hassells Hall and the Pym family by Barry Groom



WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting., WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 15th September

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 5th October Copy deadline for November edition.

Monday, 2nd November Copy deadline for December edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary

Monday, 19th October History of Addenbrookes, Church Hall 8pm

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



ADULT CLASSES
Section 1 - Vegetables First Place Second Place Third Place Highly 

Commended

1A 6 Runner Beans Mrs S M 
Richmond

John Hall John Hall

1B 3 Beetroot with 3” 
stalks

John Hall Caroline Johnson Mrs S M 
Richmond

John Hall

1C 3 Onions John Hall Mrs S M 
Richmond

John Hall

1D 3 Potatoes Ray Sewell John Hall John Hall

1E 3 Courgettes S Kindersley

1F 5 Carrots with 3” 
stalks

John Hall John Hall John Hall

1G 5 Tomatoes John Hall John Hall John Hall

IH 5  Cherry Tomatoes John Hall John Hall William Hyde

1I 3 different culinary 
herbs

Maggy Halliday Audrey Williams Maggy  Halliday

1J Heaviest Marrow John Hall John Hall Carla Robinson

1K Longest Runner Bean Hayley Paker John Hall S Kindersley

1L 3 different vegetables John Hall S Kindersley John Hall

Section 2 - Fruit

2A 5 Eating apples Ray Sewell Ray Sewell S Kindersley

2B 10 Soft Fruits S Kindersley Mrs S M 
Richmond

2C 5 Pears Sue Thorne Ray Sewell Rebecca 
Hammond

Section 3 - Flowers

3A 5 Dahlia blooms John Hall John Hall John Hall

3B A single rose Alison Inwood S Kindersley Mrs M Martin-
Jones

3C A flower or spray on a 
single stem

John Hall Sue Thorne Mrs M Martin-
Jones

3D Vase of 3 perennials Jane Brown

Section 4 - Pot Plants

4A A flowering pot plant Mrs S M 
Richmond

John Hall Anna Hannah

4B A foliage plant Audrey Williams Mrs D Inwood

Section 5 - Art

5A A pencil sketch Becky Woodall Isabel Hyde

5B A painting in oil E W Farndell

5C A painting in water 
colour

Mavis Giles Roy Eldridge Roy Turner Ms G Fox

5E A home made card E W Farndell Cherry Lindley Olive Sewell

5F An original poem E W Farndell E W Farndell E W Farndell

5G A painting in acrylic E W Farndell

Section 6 - Crafts

6A A knitted article Mrs S M 
Richmond

Vera Decker

6B A piece of cross-stitch Mrs S M 
Richmond

Jackie Turner

6C A piece of tapestry Mrs S M 
Richmond

6D A piece of hand 
embroidery

Mrs S M 
Richmond

S  Sprod Mrs Julie Dix

6E A piece of lace Maggy Halliday

6I Any other craft Mavis Giles Gladys Sharpe Moira Frost

Section 7 - Photography

7A Sleep Dawn Booth Mrs S M 
Richmond

Caroline Morgan Julia Richardson

7B Holidays Miss J Arnold Richard Hill Brandon Booth Pat Wright

7C The sky Gwyn Williams Carol Johnson Richard Hill Miss J Arnold

7D Weather Dawn Booth Caroline Morgan Miss J Arnold

7E Children Mrs D Kirby Brandon Booth Gwyn Williams

7F Nature David Elcombe Gwyn Williams Mrs D Kirby Dawn Booth

7G Humourous M Spence Miss J Arnold Julia Richardson Mary Sharp

7H Animals Alison Inwood Caroline Morgan Dawn Booth Brandon Booth

7I Buildings Miss J Arnold Gwyn Williams Dawn Booth Rachel Shalan

7J People Brandon Booth Dawn Booth Mary Sharp

7K Sport Keiran Williams Brandon Booth Gwyn Williams Dawn Booth

7L Gamlingay in the 
Snow

Dawn Booth David Elcombe Dawn Booth

Section 8 - Home made Produce

8A A jar of stone fruit 
jam

Mavis Giles Maggy Halliday Vera Decker

8B A jar of soft fruit jam Mrs Julie Dix Maggy Halliday Kate Laugharne

8C A jar of marmalade Audrey Williams Audrey Williams

8D A jar of chutney Mrs D Inwood Olive Sewell Audrey Williams

8E A jar of lemon curd Maggy Halliday Audrey Williams

8F Fruit cake Jayne Wright Vera Decker Moira Frost

8G 1 Undecorated 
Victoria Sandwich

Anna Hannah Carol Johnson Liz Tipping

8H A Chocolate Cake Hayley Cranwell Vera Decker Jane Brown

8I 6 Cheese scones Mavis Giles Dawn Booth Julia Richardson

8J apple pie Mrs D Inwood Jane Brown Vera Decker

8K 6 Undecorated 
biscuits

Anna Hannah Julia Richardson Jane Brown

8L 6 Fruit scones Mrs Julie Dix Julia Richardson Liz Tipping

8M 6 Jam tarts Gladys Sharpe Mrs D Inwood Jane Brown

8N 6 Mince Pies Gladys Sharpe Jane Brown

8O Shortbread Vera Decker Carol Johnson Katie Naylor

CHILDREN’S CLASSES
Section 9 - Under 3’s

9A A decorated paper 
plate

Zachary Wright Phoebe Hannah Chloe Wright

9B A painting Phoebe Hannah Zoe Shalan Zachary Wright Phoebe Hannah

9C 6 decorated digestive 
biscuits

Zachary Wright Zoe Shalan Phoebe Hannah Chloe Wright

Section 10 - 3 to 5

10A A decorated paper 
plate - Theme of Food

Maddy Parker Arabella Wright Emma Shalan Beth Parker

10B A painting George Hannah Mollie Wadeson Arabella Wright Emma Shalan

10C A junk model Emma Shalan Beth Parker Maddy Parker Emma Shalan

10D A collage Theo Holloway Madeleine 
Pateman

Toby Telford-Reed Lucy Calvert

10E 6 decorated digestive 
biscuits

Maddy Parker Arabella Wright Lucy Rafferty Madeleine 
Pateman

10F 6 Krispie Cakes Arabella Wright Maddy Parker Beth Parker Morgan 
Plowman
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biscuits

Zachary Wright Zoe Shalan Phoebe Hannah Chloe Wright
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plate - Theme of Food
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10B A painting George Hannah Mollie Wadeson Arabella Wright Emma Shalan

10C A junk model Emma Shalan Beth Parker Maddy Parker Emma Shalan

10D A collage Theo Holloway Madeleine 
Pateman

Toby Telford-Reed Lucy Calvert

10E 6 decorated digestive 
biscuits

Maddy Parker Arabella Wright Lucy Rafferty Madeleine 
Pateman

10F 6 Krispie Cakes Arabella Wright Maddy Parker Beth Parker Morgan 
Plowman

Section 11 - 6 to 9

11A A decorated pebble Chloe Smith Noah Telford-
Reed

Andrew Twydell Frankie-Mai 
Blyth

11B drawing or painting William Hyde Andrew Twydell Frankie-Mai Blyth C Rayner, A 
Twydell

11C 6 decorated fairy 
cakes

Andrew Twydell Alex Mingay Rachel Mingay

11D seed tray Garden Andrew Twydell Rachel Mingay Alex Mingay

11E A Lego model Ned Wiseman Aidan Densen Adam Smith Max Bacon

11F An animal made out 
of fresh fruit or veg

Thomas 
Holloway

Chloe Smith Andrew Twydell Adam Smith

Section 12 - 10 to 13

12A drawing or painting L Spence Megan Welton Sasha Hammond D Twydell, J 
Robinson, A 
Jones

12B flowers in an unusual 
container

Daniel Twydell Sasha Hammond Charlie Lou-Blyth

12C Write a short story Isabel Hyde David Bacon L Spence

12D A vehicle made out of 
recycled material

L Spence

12E A piece of home made 
jewellery

Isabel Hyde Sophie Matthews Isabel Hyde

13B drawing or painting Katie Spence Charlotte 
Connelly

13C A Piece of Graffitti 
Art (max size A3)

Katie Spence Ben Fenwick

13D A piece of writing or 
poem about Life in 
Gamlingay

Joshua Robinson

13E A piece of handicraft Jodie Brown Amy Moore Joshua Robinson Callum 
Masterson

14A 1 Victoria Sandwich Sophie  Matthews Charlie-Lou Blyth David Naylor

14B 6 Undecorated home 
made  biscuits

Morgan Plowman Isabel Hyde Kyle Masterson Bronwyn 
Plowman

14C 6 Jam tarts Katie Naylor

14D 6 Fairy Cakes David Naylor Jodie Brown William Hyde

14E Flapjacks Toby Telford-
Reed

15A Humorous Chloe  Smith Cameron Booth Bronwyn Plowman

15B Friendship Eloise Grist Cameron Booth Frankie-Mai Blyth Cameron Booth

15C Snow Eloise Grist Cameron Booth Cameron Booth Eloise Grist

15D Pets Katie Spence Cameron Booth Isabel Hyde Charlie-Lou 
Blyth

15E Holidays Cameron Booth Becky Woodall Joshua Robinson

Judges Best in Show 
for Fruit and Veg

Mr J Hall for a collection of 
3 Different Veg

Judges Best in Show 
for Plants and Flowers

Alison Inwood for a flower or 
spray on a single 
stem

Adult Winner John Hall

Child Winner Isabel Hyde

Child Runner Up Cameron Booth
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Final thanks go to the Village College, their head teacher and staff for allowing us to use the 
school site.  Some committee members will be stepping down and so we need people to fill 
the gaps! 

If you would like to join our committee, then please contact us at: gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk or visit us at our website www.
gamlingayshow.co.uk     See you next year!



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, 

Mr. S. Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
FIrst School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Chantelle 650 753
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Chris Tomsett ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Bruce nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk



those in wheelchairs can enjoy the walk 
as much as the rest of us. We will be 
working with the Wildlife Trust and the 
RSPB who know how to preserve and 
even encourage the wildlife while still 
allowing people to enjoy a rural area, 
and we are all committed to protecting 
kingfishers, wagtails, water voles, 
badgers and everything else that calls it 
home. 

There are hundreds of people in this 
village volunteering their time and 
energy to making a difference, getting 
involved, making life better. We are all 
so limited in how much we can do, but 
it’s got to be so much more positive 
than just sniping from the sidelines!

Sarah Groom
Trustee, Forward Gamlingay

continued from page �3

Litter

Good Morning Editor,
 
I have just read the latest edition-
September-of the Gazette, delivered 
on the 14th, and having read  both the 
letter from JH, and the article from 
“Rosalind”, may I respectfully remind 
them that there is a (very) small group 
of residents who for some years now 
have given their free time in an effort 
to keep the roads and footways clear of 
litter in the village.

I am sure that they would both 
be welcome, as would any other 
resident, to join that group, and if they 
contact the Parish Council on 650310, 
further details can be obtained.
 
On another matter, can I ask if the 
printers just delivered the Gazette late, 
or is there a distribution problem?. 
I would be willing to assist with  
deliveries if it helps.
 

Regards, 
Tony Goss 

School Close

letters

Please note that we do not print 
anonymous contributions in The 
Gazette. We will withold contact 
details if requested. - Ed

... and, both of these contributors do 
in fact already pick up and dispose of 
other people’s litter on behalf of us all 
- Ed



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 12th October 2009
‘Fire Brigade History, 1938 to date’

with Gordon Townsend

All welcome

The Police
Non-emergency number has 

changed to:
0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
 650 169

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30

Free to join


